Abstract. Dyer-Lashof operations are used to give a simple proof that K(Z/2) is a Thom spectrum.
The purpose of this note is to give a simple proof of Mahowald's striking observation that the Eilenberg-Mac Lane spectrum A (Z/2) is a Thom spectrum. Our proof follows closely a proposed (but incorrect) proof by Madsen and Milgram [2] . Although Mahowald has given another proof [3] , the idea of [2] is so appealing that it seems useful to record a corrected version.
Let rj: S1 -> BO represent the generator of irxBO = Z/2. Since BO is a double loop space there is an induced map y: Ü2S3 = ß222(5 ' ) ^ ß222FO -* BO.
Let M(y) denote the Thom spectrum associated with y (localized at 2).
Theorem (Mahowald). M(y) « A (Z/2).
Proof. We recall that the Dyer-Lashof operation Qx is defined for double loop spaces and that 
